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 In your health board area what is the current percentage of people who 
have type 1 diabetes who use pumps (separated out between adults and 
children)?  
 
We have around 6000 adults with type 1 diabetes with 45 adults on pumps 
and 600 children with 50 on pumps.  
 

 In your health board area, how many clinicians are specifically trained in 
the area of diabetes management and insulin pump therapy?  
 
We have one clinician delivering the service to adults and a team covering 
children. Other adult clinicians have been on PUMP training courses. 
 

 Given the National Clinical Guideline on the management of diabetes 
published in March 2010 (Guideline 16) why is insulin pump usage so low 
in your health board area?  
 
For adults there is not a clear evidence base for the benefits of pumps in 
general or for particular categories of patient, pumps were introduced in a 
very limited way as a clinical development. Without better evidence we are 
not able to approve and fund expansion. It is vital that the Board bases 
decisions on services to patients and use of resources on evidence of 
clinical and cost effectiveness. For children the evidence is stronger and 
we have expanded access to pumps. 
 

 In your health board what is the criteria used for assessing suitability for 
insulin pumps for adults and for children?  
 
We have been reviewing our approach to adult patients accessing pumps 
and have identified a real difficulty in establishing access criteria because 
of the evidence issues outlined above, we are therefore considering how 
we can establish an appropriate clinical process. 
 

 Is there a waiting list at any point in the process (either initial assessment 
stage or thereafter)?  
 
In our view there is no waiting list as all patients are already being treated 
with insulin. However that term has been used by our clinical staff we are 
working to clarify that position 
 

 The Cabinet Secretary for Health recently announced that by 2013 25% of 
all type 1 diabetes sufferers under the age of 18 would have access to 
insulin pumps and in the next three years the total number of insulin 
pumps available to all ages would be tripled to more than 2,000.  What 



action is your health board taking to increase the usage of insulin pumps?  
What are your health board targets and timescales (year on year)? 
 
We are currently considering our future plans for insulin pumps. 
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